Friday 21st October

Newsletter

Love, Learn, Persevere, Succeed!
A message from Mrs Stringer

Welcome to the last letter of this half term. We’ve thoroughly enjoyed learning
about or whole school topic “Climate Chaos”. The children have learned a great
many things about what is happening with the planet and have considered what
role they can play in making this better. As Year 4 have said… There’s no Planet
B!
I’ve been delighted to see how well our children and staff (and families!) have
responded to our new House Point system, and I am looking forward to see
which of our 4 houses has won the house cup this half term.
Next half term will be a busy one - with lots more demonstrations of Love, Learn,
Persevere and Succeed, Hot Chocolate Fridays, WOW days, filming a school
prospectus video, more Forest School sessions, tweaking our school website and
our many Christmas activities and events.
I hope you have a great half term and we will see you on Monday 31st October
from 8:30am for Nursery and from 8:40am for Reception-Y6.

Attendance - Lateness
This half term we have seen an increase in the number of pupils arriving late to
school through the office. After the October half term break, we will be introducing a new system for pupils arriving late at the start of the day. This will be
known as ‘Late Gate.’ This is intended to help address pupils who are routinely
late and decrease the number of pupils arriving late. Please see the letter attached outlining more information on the late gate:
Below are some useful tips to support families on being on time.
Top tips to be on time...
1. Lay out all school clothes the night before.
2. Keep shoes in one place.
3. Get your child to bed on time.
4. Prepare bags and lunches the night before.
5. Invest in an alarm clock.
6. Encourage your child to get themselves ready BEFORE watching TV/ipads or
technology.
7. Keep breakfast simple, not too many choices.
8. Put together an emergency pack you can grab if late; cereal bar, empty water
bottle (we can fill it), juice box, wipes, bobble...
9. Always make time for cuddles!

The national primary school attendance figure is 96%. I hope you will support us
in achieving this figure. Regular school attendance is very important.
Long Lawford Primary Schools attendance figure for the last 2 weeks is :

94.7%

Please take a moment to complete the Ofsted
Parent View Questionnaire— Parent View

In Nursery we have been using our senses all week. We have been on an autumn walk, listened
to the sounds outside, made a feely collage with smooth and rough textures and used our sense
of smell and taste when trying different food.

In foundation stage we have enjoyed looking at our whole school text 'Tidy'. We have been
learning about some of the animals in the story. Phonics we our continuing to learn new sounds
daily and practising letter formation. In maths we have been learning how to combine two
groups of objects to find the total.

In year 1 we have been looking at 3D and 2D shapes in maths. For our English we have been focussing on instruction writing for making a kite. We've learnt about Floella Benjamin in History
and did some simple programming in Computing.

Year 2 have been busy with RE and Computing days where they have been learning about the
Jewish faith and their Harvest festival of Sukkot, as well as using their programming skills. The
children gave commands or algorithms to control each other and then a BeeBot. They then used
other programming apps on Purple Mash to develop their skills. In English the children have read
a new story called 'Somebody Swallowed Stanley' and have had fun making their own 'Stanleys'
and describing them!

Year 3 have had lots of fun learning about fossils in science. This week, we pretended we
were palaeontologists and searched for fossils using brushes in the sand. We have also been
learning about Walter Tull and his achievements in football and the war for Black History
Month.

This week, year 4 have enjoyed a RE day on Hinduism and a Computing Day learning about coding and programming and having a go themselves. Children have also shown off their artistic
skills when sketching some insects in detail following on from a science lesson on invertebrates.

Year 5 have been busy making bridges in DT this week. There have been some fantastic designs!
We have also been creating non-chronological reports about endangered animals in English and our
Maths has been about reading and understanding tables.

Year 6 have continued to learn about Climate Change and the impact that their actions make on the
future. We have enjoyed cross-curricular learning about Peace and Reconciliation; expressing our
ideas through poetry. Miss Chan and Badger Class presented the first Year 6 Sharing Assembly,
showcasing our learning to a wonderful audience of children and parents.

Key Term Dates Autumn Term 2022
24th—28th— October Half Term
31st – School re-opens to pupils
31st – Xmas4Schools orders to be handed back in to school
November 2022
2nd– Owl Class Assembly
9th-Dolphin Class Assembly
11th – “Teams4U Shoeboxs” to be handed in to school
16th– Jaguar Class Assembly
18th – Children in Need (Informa on to Follow)
23rd– Elephant Class Assembly
25th – Flu vaccines for Y6
30th –Fox Class Assembly
December 2022
1st – Year group Christmas Card boxes open
2nd– Christmas Fair 4pm—6pm
Week beginning 5th – Nursery Christmas performance (more informa on to follow)
8th – House Day (wearing an item of clothing with the colour of your house on)
9th – Y4 Carols around the tree, 2:30pm
12th - Year group Christmas Card boxes close
12th – Y3 Carols around the tree, 2:30pm
13th – FS Christmas performance, 9:15am
13th – Y2 Christmas Performance, 2:15pm
14th – Y1 Christmas Performance, 9:15am
14th – Y5 Carols around the tree, 2:30pm
14th – EYFS, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Dinner (and to wear their Christmas Jumpers - op onal)
15th – Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 Christmas Dinner (and to wear their Christmas Jumpers - op onal)
15th – Y6 Carols around the tree, 2:30pm
15th – Nursery Christmas Party
16th – Panto in school

16th – Class par es
16th – Autumn term ends

Key Term Dates Spring Term 2023
January 2023
3rd—Teacher Training Day
4th—School re-opens to all pupils
18th –Giraﬀe Class Assembly
19th – Vision Screen for Recep on Children
25th– Hedgehog Class Assembly
February 2023
1st—Shark Class Assembly
8th-Starfish Class Assembly
10th - House Day (wearing an item of clothing with the colour of your house on)
15th—Tigers Class Assembly
20th-24th—February Half Term
March 2023
8th— Squirrels Class Assembly
15th—Snow leopards Class Assembly
22nd—Octopus Class Assembly
28th - House Day (wearing an item of clothing with the colour of your house on)
April 2023
3rd-14th—Easter Holiday
26th—Woodpecker Class Assembly
May 2023
1st—May Day, Public Bank Holiday
3rd—Seahorse Class Assembly
12th - House Day (wearing an item of clothing with the colour of your house on)
17th—Zebra Class Assembly
24th—Bu erﬂy Class Assembly
29th May-2nd June—May Half Term
June 2023
14th—Ladybird Class Assembly
21st—Bumble Bee Class Assembly
July 2023
4th –Teacher Training Day
5th—Y7 Induc on Day
18th - House Day (wearing an item of clothing with the colour of your house on)
25th—Last Day of Term! School closes at 3pm

Top tips to support children and young people:

Be there to listen
Regularly ask how they're doing so they get used to talking about their feelings and
know there's always someone to listen if they want it. Find out how to create a
space where they will open up.

Stay involved in their life
Show interest in their life and the things important to them. It not only helps them
value who they are but also makes it easier for you to spot problems and support
them.

Take what they say seriously
Listening to and valuing what they say without judging their feelings, in turn makes
them feel valued. Consider how to help them process and work through their emotions in a more constructive way.

Support them through difficulties
Pay attention to their emotions and behaviour, and try to help them work through
difficulties. It's not always easy when faced with challenging behaviour, but try to
help them understand what they're feeling and why.

Build positive routines
We know it still may not be easy, but try to reintroduce structure around regular
routines, healthy eating and exercise. A good night's sleep is also really important –
try to get them back into routines that fit with school or college.

Encourage their interests
Being active or creative, learning new things and being a part of a team help connect us with others and are important ways we can all help our mental health. Support and encourage them to explore their interests, whatever they are.

Signs something is wrong
Around 1 in 8 children and young people experience behavioural or emotional
problems growing up. For some, these will resolve with time, while others will need
professional support.
It can be difficult to know if there is something upsetting a child or young person,
but there are ways to spot when something's wrong. Look out for:
·

significant changes in behaviour

·

ongoing difficulty sleeping

·

withdrawing from social situations

·

not wanting to do things they usually like

·

self-harm or neglecting themselves
Remember, everyone feels low, angry or
anxious at times. But when these changes last
for a long time or are significantly affecting
them, it might be time to get professional help.

You know your child better than anyone so, if
you're worried, first think if there has been a significant, lasting change in their
behaviour.

Looking after your own mental health
Parenting or caring for a child or young person can be tough. It's important to
make sure you look after your own mental wellbeing, as this will help you support
yourself and those you care about.
Try to recognise and acknowledge when you're feeling low or overwhelmed. Struggling with something or experiencing your own mental health problems does not
make you a bad parent or carer.

It's completely normal to be worried, scared or helpless during difficult times, and
feeling this way is nothing to be ashamed of.
Is there a friend, fellow parent or carer you trust enough to tell how you're feeling?
Maybe there's family, friends or a colleague who could
support you or allow you a break?
There's plenty of help out there. You should never feel
like you have to cope on your own.

